
The USC Viterbi School of Engineering congratulates 
John Brooks Slaughter, professor in the Ming Hsieh 
Department of Electrical Engineering and the USC 
Rossier School of Education, for receiving the 2015 
HENAAC Chairman’s Award from Great Minds in 
STEM™.  This honor recognizes “his lifelong quest of 
increasing minority participation in the science and 
engineering fields.”

Professor Slaughter has a remarkably distinguished 
career. He served as president of Occidental College, 
former chancellor of the University of Maryland, and 
was the first African-American to head the National 
Science Foundation, among many other 
accomplishments. He is a Member of the National 
Academy of Engineering (NAE) and the Hall of Fame of 
the American Society for Engineering Education. He is 
also the founding editor of the international journal, 
Computers & Electrical Engineering. 

For over a quarter century, Great Minds in STEM™ 
has recognized the achievements of America’s top 
engineers and scientists as role models, innovators 
and champions for the next generation of 
STEM professionals.
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